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THE METIS SETTLEMENTS IPCA INITIATIVE  

The Metis Settlements General Council (MSGC) is    
looking for feedback from communities to protect 
lands in two study areas in the Athabasca region. 
These two study areas have been identified by the 
8 Metis Settlements for their cultural, spiritual, and 
ecological significance and they look to protect 
them through an Indigenous Protected and       
Conserved Area (IPCA) model. These diverse     
ecosystems with a limited supply of wildlife, food 
and medicine gathering sites creates a unique   
opportunity for Indigenous Peoples and respectful       
recreational users to protect portions of these 
study areas. This important work will help        
maintain the many ecological, cultural, and social     
values of the areas while inspiring Indigenous           
leadership in the creation of the IPCA.   

 

DRAFT OBJECTIVES: Key objectives for establishing 
the proposed IPCA Study Areas include:  

 Building a path to reconciliation through          
protection of the rights and traditional land 
uses of Indigenous peoples in maintaining 
the ecological, spiritual, and cultural         
integrity in connection to land and water.  

   
 Protection and conservation of habitat for       

species at risk, enhancing biodiversity and 
water quality and building climate resiliency. 

 
 Increasing the role of Indigenous              

communities in decision making and        
management of the land.  

The two IPCA study areas are located in northeastern 

Alberta as indicated in the figure below 

Study Area B - North 

Buck Lake/Amisk Lake  

Study Area A - Wolf 

Lake/Lakeland  

 

NEXT STEPS & YOUR INPUT 
MSGC is undertaking a feasibility study to develop a deeper understanding of values in the study areas from the          
perspective of stakeholders.  As part of this feasibility study MSGC will be engaging with other stakeholders in the 
region, including Indigenous communities, municipalities, landowners, recreational land users and industry to  
understand the shared interests and opportunities for protecting these special places.  The project is being      
conducted (in 2022) by Solstice Canada and Toma Consulting Inc.   

Inquiries regarding this project can be directed to: Solstice/ TCI (Cselin@solsticecanada.com; dtoma@shaw.ca)  

This project was undertaken with the financial support of the government of Canada through the federal department of Environment and Climate Change. 

Guiding Principles for IPCA MSGC Draft Vision 

 Regionally responsive and needs based              
Indigenous service delivery. Guardian and            
monitoring programs for habitat, species, water, 
and uses for current and future  generations 

 Governance is co-management and collaborative          
approaches; partnering as needed 

 Sustainable Funding such as grants, programs and fee 
for service (park management) 

 A phased in approach that is based on land inclusion 
and land use that are sustainable and culturally based 

 Start IPCA planning in 2023 with full implementation 
over next 20 years 
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Wolf Lake/Lakeland (Study Area A) 

 Located about 50 km north of Bonnyville between 
the Athabasca and Lac La Biche counties in north-
central Alberta.  

 Covers ~1200 km2 of crown land including boreal 
forest, lakes, wetlands, and rivers and includes 
Lakeland Provincial Park and Provincial Recreation 
Area.  

 Encompasses the sites of the former Touchwood 
and Wolf Lake Metis Settlements. 

 Numerous sites of cultural, historical and current 
traditional use, including trapping, hunting,        
gathering and ceremonial sites that hold spiritual 
and ecological significance to many Metis        
Settlement families in the connection to the land.   

 High ecological diversity, including species at risk 
(caribou). Sand River- is a major tributary of the 
Beaver River, an important habitat for river otters, 
migratory birds, ungulates and other wildlife.  

 IPCA model could fit within a parks designation. 
 Considering co-management and collaborative land 

management approaches. 
 Provides new tourism and land based economic    

opportunities within sustainable practices. 

IPCA Study Area A - Wolf Lake/Lakeland  

 Located between Athabasca and Lac La Biche      
counties in north-central Alberta, it encompasses 
North Buck Lake, Amisk Lake and Big Johnson Lake. 

 Covers approximately 121 km2 (~45 sections),     
including Crown and private lands.  

 Area is rich with biological diversity and contains 
important wetlands, sandhills, and key biodiversity 
areas. 

 Site of significance for the Metis Settlements for 
generations who rely on the area for subsistence 
(hunting, fishing, and trapping, as well as collecting 
berries and traditional medicines), and for            
ceremonial and spiritual connection to land.    

 IPCA model could fit within a parks designation. 
 Considering co-management and collaborative land 

management approaches.  
 Potential rural economic and tourism opportunities 

– land based.  

Wolf Lake (within the eastern part of Study Area A) 
is the likely preferred location to start the IPCA as it 
contains many highly valued cultural and ecological 
attributes to the Metis that provide a source of 
subsistence (hunting, fishing and gathering) and 
ceremonial aspects, as well as sport fisheries      
valued by Metis, First Nations, and non-Indigenous 
fishers in the region. This area was also the          
location of the former Wolf Lake Metis Settlement 
and many community members still access the   
area practicing the traditional ways of life. 

North Buck Lake/Amisk Lake (Study 

IPCA Study Area B—North Buck Lake/Amisk Lake   
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