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Metis Settlements General Council Files Lawsuit Against the Government of Alberta 

 
Edmonton, July 27th, 2021 - Today the Metis Settlements General Council (MSGC) filed a claim 
against the Government of Alberta to stop the implementation of Bill 57 which amends the Metis 
Settlements Act (“MSA”).  
 
Minister of Indigenous Relations, Rick Wilson, undertook these amendments unilaterally without 
doing meaningful consultation with the membership of the Metis Settlements. 
 
During discussions in 2019/2020 the Government of Alberta and MSGC worked together with 
the understanding that any changes in the existing procedures described in the MSA would be 
determined by agreement and not imposed by the Government of Alberta. 
 
In early 2020 COVID-19 slowed the discussions and pivoted resources to pandemic response. 
The MSGC asserts that the Government of Alberta used the pandemic to avoid engagement 
and consultation that would need to occur with the Settlements and unilaterally moved ahead 
with amendments.  
 
The President of the MSGC, Herb Lehr, noted, “While discussions with MSGC leadership 
occurred those discussions were related to executing consultation and not the consultation 
itself. The MSGC provided guidance on what should and should not be included in the 
consultation related to the act, but the consultation itself never proceeded.” Lehr added, 
“Indeed, Settlement leaders did not actually see the legislation until it was tabled by the Minister 
on March 11, 2021, and it swiftly became law a few short weeks later on June 17 without 
membership having a real chance to be heard by the Government.”   
 
“Minister Wilson has repeatedly stated that he is responding, through Bill 57, to complaints from 
MSGC membership. He is ignoring the democratically elected leadership of our eight 
communities and our MSGC central office. He is attacking our democratic system of 
government that all Albertans and Canadians follow. He is unilaterally imposing his will in a 
colonial way. We have repeatedly requested copies of the alleged grievances from alleged 

members. This further reminds of the paternalistic policies that have inflicted harm upon 
Indigenous communities. This is especially true at this time following the unearthing of colonial 
injustices of the past.” President Lehr stated. 

 
“The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People clearly sets out that self-
determination is an inherent Indigenous right, to say nothing of the fact that it is a universal 
human right. What Jason Kenney’s government has done is yet another example of a settler 
government imposing their views on Indigenous peoples without their say. It’s a violation, plain 
and simple, of our rights and our culture.” MSGC President Herb Lehr added. 
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President Lehr also noted that what the Government of Alberta has done on this file mirrors their 
actions on other files. 

“This is a pattern of behaviour with the Kenney government - they dodge public input to drive 
their agenda and we have seen time and again: the nurses, the doctors, the post-secondary 
sector, coal mining, and so on. Canadians and Albertans are coming to terms with the aftermath 
of in finding Indigenous children’s graves at the sites of former residential schools. For any 
government to still take this kind of unilateral action against the Metis people is out of step with 
where we are as Canadians. It demonstrates how out of touch Kenney’s government is with the 
public.  

The legal action launched today is meant to stop Bill 57 from remaining in place and the Metis 
Settlements want meaningful consultation on any provincial changes to legislation that effects 
the communities.  

“The action we are taking today against the Government of Alberta is not easy. It is a decision 
that the collective leadership of the Metis Settlements grappled with over several weeks. But we 

determined it was our only option to protect the interest of our members,” concluded Lehr. 

About the Metis Settlements 

The Metis Settlements are unique Indigenous communities in Canada, located across Northern 
Alberta. The Metis Settlements Act was adopted by the Government of Alberta in 1990 as part 
of a suite of legislative actions negotiated with and agreed to by the Metis Settlements through 
the Metis Settlements Accord. The purpose of the Accord and of the legislation was to provide 
the Metis Settlements with greater autonomy over their governance and financial decisions, 

which is fundamental to the Settlements’ guaranteed right to self-determination.  

About the Metis Settlements General Council 

The General Council was established to have a land-base to provide for the preservation and 
enhancement of Metis culture and identity, as well as to enable the Metis to attain self-
government. 

MSGC is the central governing authority of the Metis Settlements. The General Council 
Assembly is comprised of representatives from all eight Settlement councils. Each Council has 
five members, including the chairperson. The four Executive Officers of MSGC are the 
President, Vice President, Treasurer and Elected Secretary. They are ex officio non-voting 
members of the Assembly and are elected by the Councils. 

The MSGC Board of Directors is comprised of the eight Settlement chairpersons and the four 
MSGC Executives, who also sit on the Board as ex officio non-voting members. 
MSGC makes policies that are binding on the Metis Settlements. Policies are developed in 
consultation with the Minister of Indigenous Relations, have the same effect as Alberta law and 
are published in the Alberta Gazette. 
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