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Metis Settlements General 

Council 

Edmonton, AB, June 3, 2021 – Statement from Metis Settlements General 

Council (MSGC) Executives Regarding 215 Indigenous Children’s Remains 

Discovered at Kamloops Indian Residential School 

 

Community members from across all eight Metis Settlements in Alberta are reeling from 

last Thursday’s news that 215 children’s remains were located at the Kamloops Indian 

Residential School – 52 years after the school closed its doors.  With further 

investigations still pending on the undocumented deaths, the grim discovery confirms 

what Survivors have said all along - that children were being killed while attending 

Indian Residential Schools (IRS). Further, it validates the stories that were shared with 

the Truth and Reconciliation Commission during their hearings. 

 

Metis Settlements General Council (MSGC) Treasurer, Sherry Cunningham, addressed 

the finding, “The discovery of 215 children’s remains at the former Kamloops Indian 

Residential School is beyond devastating. There are no words to adequately describe 

the pain many people are feeling right now. While Canada and our Province have 

committed to ensuring the remains of the children are returned to the families, this 

commitment must be upheld on a timely basis. Actions will speak louder than words. 

Healing, in itself, is a very long journey, but it must begin. As Canadians, we must 

continue to do our part to ensure ongoing education takes place and we are well 

informed of the atrocities committed against Indigenous persons. Only through 

knowledge and understanding, will we have a chance to ensure history is never 

repeated”. 

MSGC executives support the call for all other IRS sites to be scoured with the same 

ground-penetrating radar that was used in BC. There are several former sites in Alberta 

that come to mind for Metis Settlement Survivors who have shared their stories about 

rampant abuses committed by authorities in those schools. The executive team has 

listened to those first and second-hand accounts and we implore Canada to address this 

Call with urgency and with good faith.    

 

Metis Settlements General Council (MSGC) Secretary Dot Anderson stated “Metis people 

were a historically forgotten people. In fact, our grandparents and ancestors were 

called ‘otipimisewak’ –owners of themselves- as they lived off the land, sometimes 

starving and sometimes thriving, despite having no place to call home. Unfortunately, 

when it came time to apprehend children for residential schools, churches and 

http://www.msgc.ca/


 

OUR LAND. OUR CULTURE. OUR FUTURE. 
Suite 101 10335-172 Street Edmonton, AB T5S 1K9 Ph: 780.822.4096 Fax: 780.489.9558 Toll Free 1-888-213-4400 
www.msgc.ca  

 

Metis Settlements General 

Council 

politicians remembered the Metis. Some of our own were taken away and endured the 

abuses we hear about. Sadly, the news out of Kamloops has opened old wounds.” 

 

MSGC’s central office delivers support services to Residential School and Day School 

Survivors in the communities although to date, compensation programming for clients 

has not been made explicitly or sufficiently available under the federal programs. This is 

a conversation that leadership has long advocated for and will push for again in light of 

last week’s revelation.  Executive members recognize that the mental health of 

Survivors and their families has been impacted by this tragedy and will invite federal 

partners to revisit this discussion in the coming weeks.   

 

“Canadians from coast to coast to coast are now looking at evidence that their 

government and their country committed genocide on Indigenous people,” said MSGC 

President, Herb Lehr. “We offer our hearts and grieve with families and Nations to 

whom these children belonged, especially the parents who were robbed of raising their 

little girls and little boys. The painful reality of what happened to their kids, some of 

whom were toddlers, is something that Canada needs to own, that Canada needs to 

feel great shame about and that Canada needs to atone for.” 

 

MSGC and the Metis Settlements have lowered their flags to symbolize this time of 

national and international mourning. The Metis Settlements Executive Team extends its 

heartfelt condolences to anyone who has been traumatized or re-traumatized upon 

learning about the 215 children who never made it home. Impacted persons are 

encouraged to call the national 24-hour IRS Survivor Hotline at  

1-866-925-4419 for support. 

 

May the short and tragic lives of these boys and girls never be forgotten.  

 

 

Media Inquiries may be directed to MSGC CAO, Justin Gaudet, at 780-822-

4096 or jgaudet@msgc.ca   
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