
 

 

North Zone Update on COVID-19 
January 15, 2021 
  

Our Efforts to Slow the Spread of COVID-19 in the 
North Zone 
Thank you for your continued efforts and commitment to keep your communities safe and to help 
reduce the spread of COVID-19. We thank you for your support, questions, patience, and compliance 
during this challenging time. 

We encourage you to follow AHS on social media. COVID-19 updates and information is regularly posted 
on our Twitter (@AHS_media) and Facebook pages. You are welcome to share these updates and 
information on your social media channels as needed. 

As of Jan. 12, Alberta Health and Alberta Health Services (AHS) have confirmed 8,619 cases of COVID-19 
in the North Zone, with 1,612 currently listed as active. There are 74 in hospital and 7 in the ICU. 

There have been a total of 113,618 confirmed cases in Alberta, with 12,838 currently listed as active. 
Provincially, there are 820 people in hospital and 137 in the ICU as a result of COVID-19 

Also in the North Zone, there are seven schools currently on outbreak, four outbreaks in long-term care 
facilities, five outbreaks in supportive living/home living settings, and 15 outbreaks in other facilities and 
settings, which includes 10 in work camps. 
 
Our AHS North Zone Emergency Operations Centre (ZEOC) continues to actively respond to COVID-19, in 
coordination with the provincial AHS Emergency Command Centre, and in collaboration and cooperation 
with our partners across the province. The North ZEOC continues to plan, monitor and endorse activities 
across the zone that ensure reasonable, well-informed responses to system capacity, as a result COVID-
19 activity.  

COVID-19 case information 
COVID-19 case information is updated Monday to Friday between 3:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. at 
www.alberta.ca/covid. Outbreak locations can be found at https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-alberta-
data.aspx and are updated Tuesdays and Fridays each week.  

The regional status map shows the level of risk in regions and information about local health measures. 
It also shows the rate of COVID-19 cases and the number of active cases. This map is the source of truth 
for COVID-19 case information. To protect and respect patient privacy, no further case information is 
provided.  

Communication process reminder 
Please be advised that any municipal inquiries related to public reporting of COVID-19 information 
(relaunch map, geospatial map, changes to map boundaries, requests for additional detail, etc.) must be 
submitted directly by the municipality to Alberta Health via the AH-Operations@gov.ab.ca email 
address. 

AHS should not be included in any inquiries relating to public reporting of COVID-19 data, and cannot 
respond to these inquiries. 

https://www.facebook.com/albertahealthservices/?eid=ARBVK-LUgt781a-E8lR8fPE8RBVUFXd9MdISviFTF24XRj9xamr8dDydN4SlncBvVBc_hU9YgNR4od3N
http://www.alberta.ca/covid
https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-alberta-data.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-alberta-data.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/maps/covid-19-status-map.htm
mailto:AH-Operations@gov.ab.ca
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As always, our municipal and Indigenous partners are asked to please send requests for information or 
questions specific to AHS through our North Zone EOC Liaison desk - 
ZEOC.NORTH.LIAISON@albertahealthservices.ca. This allows us to provide you with a clear line for 
communication as we continue to navigate the pandemic. 

Acute Care Outbreaks 
There are currently seven acute care outbreaks in the North Zone, as of Jan. 14:   

• An outbreak was declared at George McDougall – Smoky Lake Healthcare Centre on Dec. 9, 
2020. To date, 12 individuals associated with the facility have tested positive. There have been 
four deaths associated with this outbreak. We offer our deepest condolences to the family and 
loved ones of these individuals at this difficult time. 

• An outbreak was declared on one unit at the QEII on Dec. 3, 2020. To date, 10 cases are 
associated to this outbreak.  

• An outbreak was declared at William J. Cadzow Healthcare Centre- Lac La Biche on Dec. 7, 2020. 
To date, 15 individuals associated with the facility have tested positive. To date, three deaths 
are associated to this outbreak. We offer our deepest condolences to the families and loved 
ones of these individuals at this difficult time. 

• An outbreak was declared at the Mayerthorpe Healthcare Centre on Dec. 19, 2020. To date, two 
individuals associated to the facility have tested positive. 

• An outbreak was declared at St. Therese-St. Paul Healthcare Centre on Dec. 26, 2020.  To date, 
13 individuals associated with the facility have tested positive. 

• An outbreak was declared at High Prairie Health Complex on Dec. 28, 2020. To date, four 
individuals associated with the facility have tested positive. To date, there has been one death 
associated with this outbreak. We offer our deepest condolences to the family and loved ones 
of this individual at this difficult time.  

For updates and information on acute care outbreaks please go here. 

Continuing Care first COVID-19 immunizations complete across the Zone 
North Zone Public Health has done an amazing job of offering COVID-19 immunization to all residents 
and staff in long-term care and designated supportive living sites across the zone in the last two weeks. 
More than 1,900 residents in 50 facilities have received their first vaccinations against COVID-19.  

Plans are in place to continue with the second dose of the vaccine at the designated time and to again 
offer the immunization to those who may have initially refused the vaccine or were missed in the first 
round. Kudos to the North Zone Public Health team! 

COVID-19 Vaccination continues 
Our Public Health teams continue to provide vaccination appointments to eligible healthcare workers 
throughout the North Zone. Over the last two weeks health care workers in COVID-19 Units, medical 
and surgical units and operating rooms, as well as EMS staff have been added to the list of those eligible 
for the COVID-19 vaccine in Phase 1A. 

mailto:ZEOC.NORTH.LIAISON@albertahealthservices.ca
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-acute-care-outbreaks-list.pdf
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Planning is currently underway to move into Phase 1B, which will see immunizations offered to seniors 
75 years of age and older, as well as First Nations, Métis and persons 65 years of age and over living in a 
First Nations community or Métis Settlement.  

Phase 1B is currently slated to begin in February, but the timeline is subject to change depending on 
vaccine supply. 

Recently, Dr. Hinshaw announced a directive that allows doctors, nurses and pharmacists who are not 
AHS employees to administer COVID-19 vaccines to health care workers and vulnerable Albertans in 
priority groups. 

In the North Zone, our Public Health teams have capacity to manage the COVID-19 immunization 
campaign for the current phase, which does not include the general population. We expect our 
community partners will be more involved in the immunization efforts once we reach Phase 2 and Phase 
3, again dependent on vaccine supply.  

For more information on the COVID-19 vaccine, please see our FAQ or go to the Government of 
Alberta’s page here. 

Translated Resources Available 
A reminder that AHS COVID-19 resources are available in more than 20 languages. For more 
information, or to see what is available please go here. 

Resources available  
Please continue visiting the Government of Alberta website as well as the AHS website if you have 
questions about the relaunch, public health restrictions or COVID-19. Assistance is also available through 
the Government of Alberta’s Provincial Operations Centre by calling 1-866-618-2362. 

 
Thank you all 
We want to thank you for your support and dedication as we continue to respond to COVID-19. We 
appreciate the strong partnerships we have developed as we work together through this global crisis. 
Your continued cooperation, support and hard work is very valued and we thank you all. 

 

Greg Cummings, Chief Zone Officer, North Zone  

Dr. Albert Harmse, Acting Zone Medical Director 

Dr. Kathryn Koliaska, Lead, Medical Officer of Health, North Zone 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page17295.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page17038.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/coronavirus-info-for-albertans.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page16944.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/guidance-documents.aspx
tel:+18666182362

